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USE WITH CARE
Thanks to a real estate gift from Erik and Rima Torgerson, Morris is establishing Ecostation, a new 
outdoor research venue. Inherent in these 140 acres is the potential for a wide array of research and 
creative activities—from ecology to creative writing—and the campus intends to take full advantage of its 
scope by developing a teaching, learning, and research laboratory that will, in the words of Chancellor 
Jacqueline R. Johnson, “assist the University and the region in addressing the ‘grand challenges’ that 
confront us and that will contribute to an appreciation of and respect for the environment.”
 
This deliberate use of the land is wise—wise use to be exact. Coined by sportsmen to call for purposeful 
management of natural resources at the onset of the American conservation movement, the term 
characterizes a philosophy synonymous with sustainability.
Work already is underway, and possibilities for future use are limitless. According to Erik, EcoStation’s 
potential is bounded only by the imagination of the campus community: “We are confident UMM will 
make it an outstanding center of environmental learning and research.”
GIVING TO MORRIS
In partnership with the University of Minnesota  
Foundation, 100 percent of all gifts designated  
to Morris are received by and invested in the  
Morris campus. The Foundation serves as the legal,  
charitable entity for the University system.
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I have numbers on my mind. This year marks 
my 10th year as chancellor at the University 
of Minnesota, Morris. It marks the campus’s 
55th year as a public liberal arts college. For 
the 17th year in a row, we are nationally ranked 
among the top public liberal arts colleges in the 
country. And each year we add new friends and 
supporters to our donor roll. Because of the 
support of people just like you, we were able to 
disperse more than one million dollars last year 
from private giving funds to support students 
and campus activities. Because of your creativity, 
dedication, and imagination, the types of gifts we are receiving span a 
broad range: from bequests to stocks to cash to land and other  
real estate. Because of you, we are able to ensure a secure future for this 
campus, Morris students, and this region as each new generation comes 
forth to paint the prairie landscape with its own brush.
FISCAL YEAR 2015 
HIGHLIGHTS
 • New gift commitments totalled  
  $1,183,390.
 • 62% of new gifts received were  
  dedicated to scholarships and  
  student support.
 • More than 500 students  
  benefited from private  
  giving support this year.
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MESSAGE FROM CHANCELLOR JACQUELINE R. JOHNSON
NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT
Sponsored by the UMM Alumni 
Association, the Senior Class Legacy 
program celebrates graduates’ experiences 
and accomplishments while benefitting 
future students, the campus, and the 
community. Run by seniors for seniors, 
it invites new alumni to join Morris’s 
philanthropic tradition as they make 
their way into the workforce.“I wanted 
my time at UMM to be acknowledged and 
remembered,” says first-time donor and 
recent graduate Kylan Hill ’15. “I have 
some of my best memories at UMM, so I 
wanted UMM to have a memory of me.”
FOUNDATIONS FOR FUTURE 
SUCCESS
This year marks the fifth anniversary  
of the Chemistry Undergraduate  
Research Fund (CURF) Award, which 
has supported 16 outstanding chemistry 
students since its inception in 2010. 
According to inaugural recipient and 
high-school chemistry teacher Gwen 
Bitker Isaacson ’11, this support laid the 
groundwork for her continued success. 
“My research experience through the 
CURF award helped guide my passion for 
chemistry and turned it into something 
that I will be able to convey to students.”
ON THE BALL
Morris student athletes know a lot about 
success. The Cougars compete in the 
Upper Midwest Athletic Conference and, 
in the last year alone, have earned 85 
All-Conference awards and 91 Academic 
All-Conference awards. Student-athletes 
at Morris also graduate at higher rates than 
student-athletes nationwide and have a 
lifelong appreciation for health and fitness. 
But the Cougars do not achieve alone; 
private support goes a long way toward 
making Cougar Athletics even stronger, 
and this support is vital to their success. 
In the words of Cougar Hall of Famer Paul 
Huber ’87, “Supporting UMM and giving 
back to the university athletic program is 
not only beneficial, but also essential for 
future success in these programs.”
SENDING STUDENTS ABOVE AND BEYOND
In honor of their “Three S Philosophy” of service, scholarship, and social contributions, 
brothers of the Phi Mu Delta fraternity have established a student development fund. The 
fund will support high-achieving students who want to enhance their academic careers 
through experiential learning opportunities like study abroad, internships, global studies, 
undergraduate research, and service learning. “I think that while this may not be the 
largest contribution UMM receives this year, it clearly shows what a group of dedicated 
alumni can accomplish,” says Pat Gannon ’70. “I hope it inspires others to develop their 
own initiatives.”
CLOSING THE GAP
As an expert on educational equity, 
Michael Rodriguez ’89 is committed to 
closing the state’s achievement gap. By 
establishing the Rodriguez Resiliency 
Scholarship, which is awarded to first-
year students who demonstrate resilience, 
perseverance, and diverse backgrounds, 
he has taken this work one step further. 
“The Resiliency Scholarship is a small 
contribution to improve educational equity 
and to highlight the importance of non-
academic factors for success in school and 
careers,” he says. “My own personal story is 
a case-study of resiliency, opportunity, and 
success, so I am happy to be able to pass 
it on and continue to widen the pipeline 
for greater access to UMM, a place where 
diverse knowledge, skills, and abilities are 
recognized and valued.”
GIVING BACK TO HELP 
OTHERS GET AHEAD
To alleviate students’ debt 
loads, E. Dennis ’69 and 
Susan Guter Zahrbock ’71  
have established a new 
scholarship. They hope to  
not only reduce the amount 
of debt students incur in their 
senior years, but also help 
recipients realize they, too, 
can give back to Morris as 
thanks for support they have 
received. “I recall receiving 
some financial aid and was 
therefore touched by the faith 
others had in me to work on 
my degree,” says Sue. “UMM 
means a lot to us,” adds E. 
Dennis. “It is only right that 
we ‘give back’ to the institution 
that got us a start.”
ONE FOR THE BOOKS
Established by Christopher La Londe ’73 
and his wife, Janie McKenna, the UMM 
Book Scholarship helps students buy books 
for the academic year. Their gift makes 
a difference in the lives of students who, 
like La Londe in his undergraduate days, 
may be overwhelmed by this daunting 
task. La Londe gratefully credits UMM for 
instilling within him a lifelong curiosity, 
and he hopes students will experience 
the same as a result of this scholarship. 
“Without text books, there really is no 
learning community,” he says.
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MORRIS STUDENTS  
IS INVOLVED IN  
VARSITY ATHLETICS
MORRIS TUITION IS 1/4 
THE COST OF THE 
MOST EXPENSIVE PRIVATE 
SCHOOL IN THE STATE
OF MORRIS STUDENTS  
RECEIVE FINANCIAL AID
STUDENTS BENEFITED 
FROM PRIVATE GIVING
OF MORRIS STUDENTS 
PARTICIPATE IN 
UNDERGRADUATE 
RESEARCH OR CREATIVE 
PRODUCTION
OF ALUMNI SAY THEIR  
MORRIS DEGREES WERE  
SMART INVESTMENTS
94%
OF MORRIS GRADUATES  
STUDY ABROAD. THE  
NATIONAL AVERAGE IS 15%
50%
AVERAGE COST OF BOOKS OVER 
UNDERGRADUATE CAREER
COUGAR MALE ATHLETES 
GRADUATE AT A 27.5% 
HIGHER RATE THAN THE 
FEDERAL STUDENT-ATHLETE 
GRADUATTION RATE.
+27.5%
COUGAR FEMALE ATHLETES 
GRADUATE AT A 20.25% 
HIGHER RATE THAN THE 
NATIONAL STUDENT-ATHLETE 
GRADUATTION RATE.
+20.25%
DONORS GIFTS BY DESIGNATION GIFT TYPES*
OF MORRIS STUDENTS 
ARE STUDENTS OF COLOR
OF MORRIS STUDENTS 
ARE FIRST-GENERATION 
COLLEGE STUDENTS
37%
OF GIFTS TO MORRIS  
WERE GIVEN BY ALUMNI
85%
TOTAL GIFTS TO 
SCHOLARSHIPS AND 
STUDENT SUPPORT
$4,000
Alumni
Friends of Morris
Corporations/Foundations/Organizations
Scholarships/Student Support
Academic Programs/Faculty
Research
Annual Gifts (less than $25,000)
Other Current Gifts (more than $25,000)
Deferred Gifts
*based on total number of gifts
